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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A method and system which temporally sorts data such as program 
guide data for example, to ensure that near-term data (i.e. most likely to 
be used, or "now data") is always available for rapid access from a 
physical memory location such as a high-speed temporal cache. The 
method incorporates two low-priority background processes or 
algorithms, termed "event horizons" into the storage and manipulation of 
the data so that applications using the data may be run without having to 
always access a mass storage device. The method and system are highly 
applicable to all set top boxes (STBs) used in various communication 
systems such as satellite communication, Cable-TV and DVB systems. 
The method and system are economical in that superior STB and/or 
system performance may be obtained with the inclusion of lesser amounts 
of expensive high-speed RAM. 


